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AN ORDINANCE 08-O-
BY FINANCE,/EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 104 OF APPENDIX
«A” TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE ATLANTA
CITY CODE WHICH CONTAINS THE BUILDING CODE
AMENDMENTS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF: UPDATING
BUILDING PERMIT FEES; SPECIFYING THE TIME
WHEN SUCH FEES ARE COLLECTED, PROVIDING FOR A
MAXIMUM TIME THAT A PERMIT APPLICATION CAN
REMAIN IN PROCESS; IMPOSING A TECHNOLOGY
SURCHARGE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the fees for building permits in the City of Atlanta are based on a cost per
square foot table developed by the International Code Council which has been
incorporated into Section 104 of Appendix “A” Building Code Amendments; and

WHEREAS, the building valuation data reflected as a cost per square fot considers
factors that reflect the relative value of one construction classification/occupancy group
t0 another so that more expensive construction is assessed greater permit fees than less
expensive construction; and

WHEREAS, the cost per square foot table is updated by the International Code Council
every six months to reflect the changes in the actual cost of development over time; and

WHEREAS, the building valuation data used by the City of Atlanta has been updated
since September of 2001; and

WHEREAS, the current practice of the Bureau of Buildings is to collect all fees when
the building permit is issued; and

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Buildings has determined that the amendment of plans in
certain permit applications increase the cost required to review the application above
the permit fees ordinarily imposed; and

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Buildings has determined that many permit applications
which are submitted do not result in the issuance of permits such that no fee are
collected before the application is withdrawn; and

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Buildings has determined that many permit applications
which are submitted may remain inactive for extended periods requiring that the plans
be reviewed for a second time; and

WHEREAS, the automation of the processes in the Bureau of Buildings requires an
investment in maintenance, technical support, increased staffing, document storage
capabilities and the payment of vearly licensing fees which are in addition to the present
cost of plan review and administration of the Bureau of Buildings.
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NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATLANTA, GEORGIA
HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: That Section 104 of Appendix A of Part I1I of the Code of Ordinances of the
City of Atlanta (“the Land Development Code”) entitled “Building Code Amendments”
be amended by making the changes noted in the attached Exhibit “A” such that the text
of Section 104 shall read as set forth in Exhibit “B” specifically including the table of
building valuation data.

Section 2: That the portion of Appendix B following Part II of the Code of Ordinances
of the City of Atlanta entitled “Fees” which contains the text of Section 104.2 of
Appendix A (“Building Code Amendments”) be amended such that the entire text of
Section 104 as set forth in Exhibit “B,” specifically including the table of building
valuation data, replaces the text of Section 104.2 as previously set forth. All other parts
of Appendix B following Part II of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Atlanta entitled
“Fees” are to remain unaffected.

Section 3: That the Technology Surcharge imposed by the amendments to Section
104 be deposited to a trust fund account created for the purpose of the payment of
maintenance, technical support, staffing, document storage capacity, yearly licensing
fees and upgrades to software and hardware associated with automation of the building
permit process in the Bureau of Buildings.

Section 4: That the Chief Financial Officer be and is authorized to create the trust
accounts necessary for the deposit of the Technology Surcharge imposed by the
amendments to Section 104.

Section 5: That the Chief Financial Officer be and is authorized to accept the deposit
of the Technology Surcharge imposed by the amendments to Section 104 and upon
receipt of proper documentation from the Director of the Bureau of Buildings pay out
such funds for maintenance, technical support, staffing, document storage capacity,
yearly licensing fees and upgrades to software and hardware associated with automation
of the building permit process in the Bureau of Buildings.

Section 6: This Director of the Bureau of Buildings is authorized to impose the fees
set forth in this ordinance as soon as the changes to the processes, policies and
procedures of the Bureau of Buildings and the Department of Finance have been
completed after this ordinance shall become effective.

Section7: This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon signing by the
Mayor or as otherwise provided by the operation of law.
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(a) Applications for permits shall be examined within a reasonable time after filing. If,
after examination, no objection is found to the same and it appears that the proposed
work will be in compliance with the laws and ordinances applicable thereto, the
application shall be approved and a permit issued for the proposed work. If examination
reveals otherwise, such application shall be rejected and the applicant notified by a
written report or otherwise.

by A non-refundable_minimum_initial permit fee of §75.00 and a Technology
gurcharge of $25.00 shall be imnosed for all building permit applications accented for
review. Anv failure of the form of the pavment offered for permit fees shall result in the
immediate cancellation of the application,

(c) For all permits requiring plan review, a portion of the total building permit fee
shall be paid to cover the cost of plan review before any further processing of the

apolication shall occur. T he applicant shall be responsible for providing accurate cost
construction information o the Director in such form as the Director shall specify,

(i) __ All applicants shall pav 50% of the total building permit fee before plan
review will commence,

(i) Amendments or corrections to plans recuiring a third review of the plans,
and each subsequent plan amendment or carrection may require the pavment of
an additional 25% of the egtimated building permit fee,

(i) Revisions or amendments to plans for which a building permit has heen
issued, but or which no_certificate of occupancy has been issued may, at the
discretion of the director, require an additional plan review fee of up to 25% of
The original plan review fee, 50% of the permit fee of the additional valuation of
the work. or a fee of $150.00 per hour of plan review time whichever is smaller,
(ivi_ Within thirty days after the payvment of the initial permit fee (50% of the
iotal building permit fee estimate), the applicant may present in writing a yequest
that the building permit application be withdrawn. The Director mav authorize 2
refund of up to 50% of the plan review fee pavment, provided that the cost for the
plan review {$150.00 per howr of review) does not exceed the amount of refund
woted as of the date when the Burgau of Buildings received the refund

() An application shall expire when there has been no activity on the application for
a period of 180 days.

i With respect to an application not approved for issuance of the building
permit, “no activity” shall mean that the applicant of record has not responaed 10
mﬁirect(mmiﬁcaﬁ{m that additional information or correction of any of the
required plans is required before further processing of the application can take
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place or that the applicant bas failed to submit corrections to plans or additional
information after having received the director’s instructions.

(1Y With respect to an application anproved for issuance of the building
permit, “no activity” shall mean that thie applicant of record has not responded to
the director’s notification that all required approvals have heen obtained and the
building permit is awaiting issuance angd that the final fee pavraentis due,

(iii} _An expired application shall not be vested against any change in the
zoning code, or any applicable building code, or any other ordinance of the City of
thanta.

{iv) __An expired applieation mav be reactivated by the director, by the pavinent
of the actual cost {$150.00 per hour} to review the plans for any change in the
zoming code and any applicable building code but in no case shall this cost be less

thap $3150.00.

(vi  Any changes vequested 1o aun exnived application shall reguire an
additional 50% of the cost of the building permit o cover the cost of Teview by all
affected deparbments.

{e) _ An application shall be cancelled and shall not be reactivated after 365 days of no
activity. For the purposes of determining when cancellation of the permit shall occur,

“ho activity” shall have the same meaning which applies to the expiration of applications
and begin as of the same date that the expiration period begins.

(£ Once the applicant has been contacted in the manner set forth in their
application and been informed that all required approvals have been obtained and the
building permnit does not lssue within 265 davs of the date of such contact, the permit

annlication shall be cancelled and mayv ngt be reactivated,

{g) The issuance or granting of a permit or approval of p
not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of any violation of any of the
provisions of this Code. No permit presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the

provisions of this Code shall be valid, except insofar as the work or use which it
authorizes is lawful.

(h) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the building official from

issuing a permit for the construction of a part of a building or structure before the entire
plans and detailed statements of said building or structure have been submitted or

approved.

of this Code or of other ordinances of the City of Atlanta, Georgia.
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104.2. Fees.

Any persons obtaining a building permit shall pay to the City of Atlanta fees in=----{ Formatted: Justified
acoordance with the value of the proposed work per square foot of building. For

purposes of this section, the minimum value of proposed new work shall be based on

Table 100, Bureau Valuation Data provided by the International Code Counci as _..--{ Deleted: September 30, 2001

updated February 2008. Valuation of alteration projects shall be based upon the
estimated construction costs for new work. Minimur value for interior alterations
};.ithQlljg'__gggigggzggi__gigI’U(Sﬁu‘ai work shall be 20% of the valuation of new bullding
construction. For interior alterations invelving structural engineering, the minimum
valuation shall be 40% of the value of new buildine construction. The factor shall apply
onlv the square footage being altered in the application and not the entire structure,

© e e e T valuation of less ’ i shall be $50.00.1

- { Deleted: Change of contractor fee

(a) No permit or permit fee is required for any repair work with a total valuation of less
than $2,500.00 provided that such workis otherwise lawful,

(b) A total permit fee of $5.00 per $1,000.00 of valuation, shall be paid. The final fee ')___.»{Deieted:,or $50.00 whichever is
a tatal of the valuation cost caleulation less the plan review cost grester,

1

pavment shall be th
ly paid. No permit is valid until such fees have been paid to the City of Atlanta

lidated by Bureau of Treasury.

(c) A reinspection fee of $50.00 shall be imposed for each reinspection after the initial
inspection when a written notice has been issued requiring the correction of inferior

work,

(d) A fee of double the usual permit fee will be charged for all building begun without a
permit. However, in no case shall the penalty portior of said fee exceed $1,000.00..In
the event that work is stopped for failure to abtain a permit and citations are issued for
violation of the stop work order, any court imposed fines shall be for violation of the
stop work and every violation may constitute a separate offenge

(e) The fee for changing the contractor of record on a permit or permit application ghall

be $50.00.

(f) A fee of $1.00 per square foot for any new signs or $100.00, whichever is greater, . .--{ Deleted: 35000

chall be charged for all sign permits.

(g) A feeofdoublethe usual permit fee shall be charged for signs erected without a
permit, However, in no case shall the penalty portion of said fee exceed $1,000.00.

(h) Certificates of Occupancies fees shall be as follows:
2. New one- and two-family residences shall be $50.00.

b, Additional units to one- and two-family residence shall be $50.00.
¢. Tenant building-out for residential shall be $50.00.
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New commercial building shall be $100.00.

New commercial building exceeding two stories in height shall be $200.00.
New high-tise building shall be $300.00.

Tenant building-out for commercial shall be $50.00.

All temporary certificates of occupancy shall be $100.00.

B th e A

TABLE 100
(Table at Attachment “A” *-{ Deletad: TABLE INSETY J

1
1 Gecupancy N

1. Building valuation data provided by International Code Counell. 7 { Deleted: NP - Not permitted by Code |

3. Unfinished basements add $10.00/per sq. {t. .
4. For sprinkled buildings in other than hazardous occupancies add $1.75/sq. ft.

5. Add $41,000.00 per elevator,

@) "All building permit fees are waived for the non-profit development of housing for«----- { Formatted: Justified )
the homeless, all other requirements remaining applicable. For purposes of this sub-
section a non-profit development is that constructed by an entity recpgnized as non-
profit under § s01(c}(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or an entity meeting the

requirements of § s01{c}(3)."

(i) Development impact fees shall be imposed in accordance with section 19-1001 of the
City of Atlanta Code of Ordinances.

_...--] Deleted: (Ord. No. 2096-63, § 1, 8-

T T T Lk CTTTTrrommemeseTImImIIIIIINT o 26-6; Ord. No. 1098-9. § 1, 2-23-98;
104.3. Refund of Permit Fees. Ord. No. 2002-11, § 1, 2-5-02; Ord.
No. 2002-35, § 1, §-28-0211
. , . v oD ed g Editor's nete: The provisions
Within six months from the date of 1;511113110‘9 of a permit, a refund request of 50% of the designated as subsection (1 srere

srmit fee ranted for the following: added by Ocd. No. 198-87. Such
to permil ige may beg & ordinance added the provisions as a
X . . . . new subsection (h) As subsection (h)
(2) When a permit has been issued in error as determined by the director, provided no existed, the provisions have been

 in error as determuned by the director proviCec o redesignated bsection (i).
work has commenced on that permit. o e e

(b) When a permit has been issugd ang the job has been cancelled by the applicant, { Deleted:  che total fee tay be J
provided no work has commenced on that permit. T —
.. fee may be refunded ]
All applications for refunds shall be in writing and shall state the reasons for the
request. However no refund shall be issued for less than $50.00
l ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, { Deleted: (Ord. No, 1998-9,§ 1, 2-23- l

98; Ord. No. 2o02-11, § 1, 3-5-02}
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TABLE INSET:
Occupancy Type of Construction 4
I 11 II Vs Vs VI 5

- une L lune | Y |UN

HR HR HR F
Assembly
Auditorium 1005 | g7 5 775 | 48.5 | 46,5 |76.5 | 73.5 73 69.5
Church 1005 | o |78:5 | 685|675 | 775 1745 |, | o

. 8o0. 8o.

Gynasium 5 5 64 57 55 63 595 |40 56.5
Restaurant 84.5 1845 |715 g, g |705 67.5 | 66.5 | 63.5
Theater o8 los |66 lso |57 (995 lga |ea |95
Business
Office 83.5 84 66 58.5 56 65 63.5 | 61.5 |58.5
Research/Engineering 56 53 48 42.5 | 40.5 e a4 44.5 | 40.5
Service Station o5 |75 | ;m 68.5 1665 |5 |0665 1635 |,
Educational
School 89 785 10655 | 4 |575 645 | g, lgo 1588
Factory-Industrial
Factory (light MGF) 134 |32 |35 29.5 1325 o, | |315 275
Hazardous {(Sprinkler System included) 4
Hazardous
Institutional
Convalescent 110.5 | 108 | 77.5 76.5
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Hospital

Hospital 129.5 | 105 715 | 104

Mercantile

Department Stores 71 1045 | ¢, |445 |49 161 | 97D 46.5 | 42.5
Mall Stores g |73 585 |5 |B5 575|345 1545 |5
Mall-Concourse 64 64 47 |45 |43 |46 143 |46 |43
Retail Store 56.5 |90 149 445 | 4q 48.5 45 46.5 | 42.5
Residential

Apartments 66.5 | 635 55 49-5 | 47:5 54 51 51 47.5
Dormitories 79.5 |77.5 665 | ¢o 58.5 | 65.5 | 62.5 | 60.5 | 57.5
Homes for Elderly 80 775 | 69 64 62 68.5 65 65.5 62
Hotel 78 76 65.5 | 53-5 52 64.5 | 61.5 59 56
Motel 78 -6 575 |53-5 | oo |5y | 535 555 |5
Single Family 59.5 58.5 | 55. ) 0
Residence 3 74.5 |67 54 |52 55-5 | 53-5 | 505
Storage

Auto Parking 20,

Structure 31 95 120 |20 20 20 20 16 16
Private Garage 36 29.5 | 27-5 | 52 32 32.5 20
Repair Garage 39 39 38 30.5 | 28.5 47 34 23 20
Warehouse 39 365 |4 (255|235 ig9 265 |0 |44




SECTION 104. PERMITS
104.1. Applications

(2) Applications for permits shall be examined within a reasonable time after filing. If,
after examination, no objection is found to the same and it appears that the proposed
work will be in compliance with the laws and ordinances applicable thereto, the
application shall be approved and a permit issued for the proposed work. If examination
reveals otherwise, such application shall be rejected and the applicant notified by a
written report or otherwise.

by A non-refundable minimum initial permit fee of $75.00 and a Technology
Surcharge of $25.00 shall be imposed for all building permit applications accepted for
review. Any failure of the form of the payment offered for permit fees shall result in the
immediate cancellation of the application.

(¢)  For all permits requiring plan review, a portion of the total building permit fee
shall be paid to cover the cost of plan review before any further processing of the
application shall occur. The applicant shall be responsible for providing accurate cost
construction information to the Director in such form as the Director shall specify.

(i)  All applicants shall pay 50% of the total building permit fee before plan
review will commence.

(i)  Amendments or corrections to plans requiring a third review of the plans,
and each subsequent plan amendment or correction may require the payment of
an additional 25% of the estimated building permit fee,

(iii) Revisions or amendments to plans for which a building permit has been
issued, but for which no certificate of occupancy has been issued may, at the
discretion of the director, require an additional plan review fee of up to 25% of
the original plan review fee, 50% of the permit fee of the additional valuation of
the work, or a fee of $150.00 per hour of plan review time whichever is smaller.
(iv) Within thirty days after the payment of the initial permit fee (50% of the
total building permit fee estimate), the applicant may present in writing a request
that the building permit application be withdrawn. The Director may authorize a
refund of up to 50% of the plan review fee payment, provided that the cost for the
plan review ($150.00 per hour of review) does not exceed the amount of refund
requested as of the date when the Bureau of Buildings received the refund

request.

(d)  Anapplication shail expire when there has been ne activity on the application for
a period of 180 days.

(i)  With respect to an application not approved for issuance of the building
permit, “no activity” shall mean that the applicant of record has not responded to
the director’s notification that additional information or correction of any of the
required plans is required before further processing of the application can take
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place or that the applicant has failed to submit corrections to plans or additional
information after having received the director’s instructions.

(iiy With respect to an application approved for issuance of the buiiding
permit, “no activity” shall mean that the applicant of record has not responded to
the director’s notification that all required approvals have been obtained and the
building permit is awaiting issuance and that the final fee payment is due.

(iii) An expired application shall not be vested against any change in the
zoning code, or any applicable building code, or any other ordinance of the City of
Atlanta,

(iv) An expired application may be reactivated by the director, by the payment
of the actual cost ($150.00 per hour) to review the plans for any change in the
zoning code and any applicable building code but in no case shall this cost be less

than $150.00.

{v} Any changes requested to an expired application shall require an
additional 50% of the cost of the building permit to cover the cost of review by all

affected departments.

(¢)  An application shall be cancelled and shall not be reactivated after 365 days of no
activity. For the purposes of determining when cancellation of the permit shall occur,
“no activity” shall have the same meaning which applies to the expiration of applications
and begin as of the same date that the expiration period begins.

H Once the applicant has been contacted in the manner set forth in their
application and been informed that all required approvals have been obtained and the
building permit does not issue within 365 days of the date of such contact, the permit
application shall be cancelied and may not be reactivated.

(g) The issuance or granting of a permit or approval of plans and specifications shall
not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of any violation of any of the
provisions of this Code. No permit presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the
provisions of this Code shall be valid, except insofar as the work or use which it

authorizes is lawful.

(h) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the building official from
issuing a permit for the construction of a part of a building or structure before the entire
plans and detailed statements of said building or structure have been submitted or

approved.

(i) The issuance of a permit based on applications, plans and/or specifications shall not
prevent the Director from thereafter requiring the correction of errors when in violation
of this Code or of other ordinances of the City of Atlanta, Georgia.
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104.2. Fees.

Any persons obtaining 2 building permit shall pay to the City of Atlanta fees in
accordance with the value of the proposed work per square foot of building. For
purposes of this section, the minimum value of proposed new work shall be based on
Table 100, Bureau Valuation Data provided by the International Code Council as
updated February 2008. Valuation of alteration projects shall be based upon the
estimated construction costs for new work. Minimum value for interior alterations
without engineered structural work shall be 20% of the valuation of new building
construction. For interior alterations involving structural engineering, the minimum
valuation shall be 40% of the value of new building construction. The factor shall apply
only the square footage being altered in the application and not the entire structure.

(a) No permit or permit fee is required for any repair work with a total valuation of less
than $2,500.00 provided that such work is otherwise lawful.

(b} A total permit fee of $5.00 per $1,000.00 of valuation shall be paid. The final fee
payment shall be the total of the valuation cost calculation less the plan review cost
previously paid. No permit is valid until such fees have been paid to the City of Atlanta
and validated by Bureau of Treasury.

(c) A reinspection fee of $50.00 shall be imposed for each reinspection after the initial
inspection when a written notice has been issued requiring the correction of inferior

work.

(d) A fee of double the usual permit fee will be charged for all building begun without a
permit. However, in no case shall the penalty portion of said fee exceed $1,000.00. In
the event that work is stopped for failure to obtain a permit and citations are issued for
violation of the stop work order, any court imposed fines shall be for violation of the
stop work and every violation may constitute a separate offense

(e) The fee for changing the contractor of record on a permit or permit application shall
he $50.00.

(f) A feeof $1.00 per square foot for any new signs or $100.00, whichever is greater,
shall be charged for all sign permits.

(g) A feeof double the usual permit fee shall be charged for signs erected without a
permit. However, in no case shall the penalty portion of said fee exceed $1,600.00.

(h) Certificates of Occupancies fees shall be as follows:

New one- and two-family residences shall be $50.00.

Additional units to one- and two-family residence shall be $50.00.
Tenant building-out for residential shall be $50.00.

New commercial building shall be $100.00.

e O
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e. New commercial building exceeding two stories in height shall be $200.00.
{f. New high-rise building shall be $300.00.

g. Tenant building-out for commercial shall be $50.00.

h. All temporary certificates of occupancy shall be $100.00.

TABLE 100
BUILDING VALUATION DATA
(Table at Attachment “A”

Notes to Table 100:
1. Building valuation data provided by International Code Council.

. This chart shall be applied without regional modifiers.

3. Unfinished basements add $10.00/per sq. ft.

4. For sprinkled buildings in other than hazardous occupancies add $1.75/sq. ft.
5. Add $41,000.00 per elevator.

() "All building permit fees are waived for the non-profit development of housing for
the homeless, all other requirements remaining applicable. For purposes of this sub-

section a non-profit development is that constructed by an entity recognized as non-
profit under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or an entity meeting the

requirements of § 5o1{c}3)."

{j) Development impact fees shall be imposed in accordance with section 19-1001 of the
City of Atlanta Code of QOrdinances.

104.3. Refund of Permit Fees.

Within six months from the date of issuance of a permit, a refund request of 50% of the
to permit fee may be granted for the following:

(a) When a permit has been issued in error as determined by the director provided no
work has commenced on that permit.

(b) When a permit has been issued and the job has been cancelled by the applicant,
provided no work has commenced on that permit.

All applications for refunds shall be in writing and shall state the reasons for the
request. However no refund shall be issued for less than $50.00

a61238v3
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TRANSMITTAL FORM FOR LEGISLATION

TO: MAYOR’S OFFICE ATTN: GREG PRIDGEON
Dept.’s Legislative Liaison: Garnett Brown
Contact Number: 404-330-6724

Originating Department: _Department of Planning

Committee(s) of Purview: __Finance/ Executive

Chief of Staff Deadline: April 30, 2008

Anticipated Committee Meeting Date(s): __May 13-14, 2008

Anticipated Full Council Date: __May 19, 2008

Legislative Counsel’s Signatur 9@ %{(\ YO AL L Lo mandhwonady

Commissioner Signature: ,(w O f ﬂ // P
KALSE

o

Chief Procurement Officer Sigflature:

CAPTION
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 104 OF APPENDIX

«A” TO THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE ATLANTA
CITY CODE WHICH CONTAINS THE BUILDING CODE
AMENDMENTS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF: UPDATING
. BUILDING PERMIT FEES; SPECIFYING THE TIME WHEN
SUCH FEES ARE COLLECTED, PROVIDING FOR A
MAXIMUM TIME THAT A PERMIT APPLICATION CAN
REMAIN IN PROCESS; IMPOSING A TECHNOLOGY
SURCHARGE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

FINANCIAL IMPACT (if any):

Mayor’s Staff Only
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